PREFACE.
THE formality of a preface to this little book might have been very well omitted, if it were not to gratify the curiosity of some inquisitive people, who, I foresee, will be apt to make objections against the reality of the narrative
Indeed the public has too often been imposed upon by fictitious stones, and some of a veiy late date, so that I think myself obliged by the usual icspect which is paid to candid and impaxtial readeis, to acquaint them, by way of introduction, with what they aie to expect, and what they may depend upon, and yet with this caution too, that it is an indication of ill natuie or ill manneis, if not both, to piy into a seciet that is mdustnously concealed
However, tlut there may be nothing wanting on my pait, I do hcieb} assure the readei, that the papers fiom whence the following sheets were exti acted, are now in town, in the custody of a poison of unquestionable reputation, who, I will be T^pld Lo say, will not only be ready, but proud, to produce them upon a good occasion, and that 1 think is as much satisfaction as the natuie c>{ tin* case requnes.
As to the pei foi manco, it can signify little now to make an apology upon tluit account, any farther than this, that if the reader pleases ho may tiike notice that what he has now before him was collected fiom a laige bundle of papers, most of which weie wnt in shorthand, and very ill-digested However, this may be iched upon, that though the language
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